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CLOUD SEEDING 
Statement 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [5.45 pm]:  I will be brief because my colleague has touched on 
what I had intended to say.  Last night, along with other members, I attended the meeting of the subcommittee of 
the Standing Committee on Public Administration and Finance that is looking into water usage in this State.  The 
meeting was open to the public.  We were fortunate to be presented with a PowerPoint presentation by two 
people who are extremely knowledgable about the details of and technology used for cloud seeding.  I was very 
fortunate to meet those two gentleman yesterday morning, well and truly prior to the meeting.  I had a cup of 
coffee with them and discussed several of the issues with them by myself.  I was also fortunate to talk with them 
for a while after the committee meeting with other members yesterday.  I will detail some points of the curricula 
vitae of those two gentleman to give members some background of just how much knowledge of atmospheric 
research the gentlemen have.   
Patrick Sweeney, the President of Weather Modifications Inc, which is a company based at Fargo in North 
Dakota in the United States, has had extensive experience with flight duties.  He has flown high-performance 
multi-engine aircraft for atmospheric research and cloud seeding for many years.  He graduated as an electronics 
technician from the University of North Dakota in the United States.  He was a radar technician for Naval 
Weather Service Environmental Detachment of the United States Navy in the Bermuda Islands.  He also has a 
Bachelor of Science from the University of North Dakota in which he majored in industrial technology 
electronics and aerospace science.  Further, he was in the US Naval Schools Command.  To cut it short - I could 
go on for a long time - he has a very impressive résumé.   
The other gentleman we were fortunate to talk to us was Roelof Bruintjes, who is a political scientist from the 
Natural Centre for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colorado.  He has a PhD in physics from the University of 
South Africa and he wrote a PhD thesis for observational and numerical studies of cloud and precipitation 
development with a view to rainfall enhancement.  He also has a master’s degree in meteorology from the 
University of Pretoria and a Bachelor of Science in meteorology with honours from the University of Pretoria 
also.  He is also an Affiliate Professor at the Institute of Atmospheric Physics at the University of Arizona.  His 
professional experience goes on and on.  He has many honours and memberships.  He is the author of many 
publications; I have not counted them.  He is also the associate editor of the Journal of Applied Meteorology for 
the American Meteorological Society.  He has been involved in publications such as “A review of cloud seeding 
experiments to enhance precipitation and some new prospects”.  As I said, it is an extremely impressive résumé 
covering professional experience through his honours and membership and the field programs he has been 
involved with.  The reason I raise this tonight is that I have learnt that an invitation was offered to attend a 
special meeting for this purpose but was very badly attended.  The Leader of the Opposition mentioned that 
aspect.  I was told that only one person from a government department attended.  The Leader of the Opposition 
said that two or three people attended. 
Hon Norman Moore:  I think you mean the Leader of the Government. 
Hon JOHN FISCHER:  Did I say the Leader of the Opposition?  Obviously, I am just ahead of myself a little bit! 
Roelof Bruintjes has been described as the leading atmospheric scientist in the world.  He probably has more 
experience and knowledge of cloud seeding than any other person on the planet.  Despite that, our Government, 
which is continually telling the population how short of water we are and how rainfall has dropped over the past 
20 years, was not even bothered to ensure that the relevant department sent representatives when the two 
gentlemen gave a lecture. 
Hon Ken Travers:  You did not acknowledge that ministerial staff did attend. 
Hon JOHN FISCHER:  I just have. 

Hon Ken Travers:  You said that staff attended; you did not mention that it was the minister’s own staff from his 
own office who attended. 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  If I am given a chance, I am trying to refer to the departmental people from the Water 
Corporation, not the staff members from the minister’s office. 

Hon Ken Travers:  You are going very close to breaching Standing Order No 328.  

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  I am going close to nothing.  As I told the member yesterday, mug’s half-hour finishes 
after his speech!  If the member wants to get up and say something, he should get up on his feet and say it 
afterwards - he is a mug!  I am sick to death of his carrying on all the time.  It was a public hearing.  I met those 
people outside the hearing.  If the member has a problem with that, he should bring it up later.  He should be 
quiet when I am talking because I am sick of listening to him! 
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One must wonder how the Water Corporation, the Water and Rivers Commission and the Premier’s water 
strategy committee view their responsibility to the people of Western Australia.  The last testing of cloud seeding 
in the State was carried out with archaic equipment over 25 years ago.  Here are world experts who are adept at 
using the latest technology.  These people have run and organised programs which, in some cases, have extended 
for more than 30 years.  Our bureaucrats did not even take the trouble to speak to them.  They are not slow in 
advocating their little fiefdom schemes that will cost taxpayers a fortune, yet they seem to close their minds to 
the recent leading technologies.  They were not bothered to talk to these people about a feasibility project for 
cloud seeding in the State.  As my colleague said, to compare today’s equipment with that of the 1970s is like 
comparing chalk with cheese.  The advances since that time, which were explained to me by Roelof Bruintjes, 
are state of the art.  What they can do, by comparison, is totally different from what we knew from the 1960s.  
This Government should demand an answer from the heads of department who are responsible.  The 
Government should be ready to inform the taxpayers of the State why the opportunity to talk to the experts was 
dismissed in such a manner.  The chance to understand the improvements that have taken place in this 
technology does not come along very often.  These people, who are obviously world leaders in the field, are here 
for two or three days.  As I said, to dismiss them in such a cavalier manner, as our water agencies seem to have 
done, is an absolute disgrace and an abrogation of responsibility to the taxpayers of this State.  The Government 
continues to bellyache about the water shortage and to froth at the mouth every time someone gets stuck into it 
about what it is doing in that department; yet it has not even bothered to talk to these people.  In my opinion, that 
is inexcusable.   
 


